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alike to the giver and to him on whose behalf they are pre-
sented ' The son,' it is said, * who presents gifts by the
' hands of a dying father, should be honoured as the lamp of
4 his race'
At the same time they set near the dying man a lamp supplied
with clarified butter, pour Ganges water into his mouth, and
place therein a leaf of the purple basil and a portion of curd
It has been pronounced that if, even when the life has
reached the throat, a man declare that he has abandoned the
world, he reaches Vyekoonth after death and is released from
further transmigration Some persons, therefore, when they
believe that their end is approaching, perform the rite of
' Athoor Sunyas,' and, calling for an ascetic, receive at his
hands initiation and the tawny garment which proclaims that
they have renounced the world and its concerns *
The Hindoos have been taught to believe that the agonies of
the death-struggle are pangs caused by the tyrannous servants
of the King of Hades, who are dragging the unwilling soul
from its tenement Stricken with sorrow and with awe, they
vent these mingled emotions by repeatedly calling upon Ram
A few moments pass, and the convulsive throes of the dying
man are over—the immortal soul is disengaged from its fleshy
host and companion Whither has it departed ?
Qua nuno abibit in looa,
PaUidula, ngida, nudula ?
Before, however, we pursue this interesting enquiry, let us
slay awhile to bestow the corse, and observe the mourners
until they have ' compounded it with dust whereto 'tis km'
1 These tardy devotees remind us of Borne of the earlier proselytes
of Christianity, and, in particular, of the great Constantino, whose
reluctance to assume the white vestments of the neophyte, and the
obligations attendant on a new birth unto righteousness, could only be
overcome, as Gibbon mentions, at that latest moment when the stern
hand of death was tearing from his shoulders the imperial purple
' All this year (a. d  1128),' says the Anglo Saxon Chronicle, ' King
 *	Henry was in Normandy, on account of the war between "him and his
' nephew, the Earl of Flanders,  but the earl was wounded in battle
' by a servant, and, being so wounded, he went to the monastery of
 *	St Berbin, and forthwith he was made a monk, and lived five days
 *	after, and then died, and was buned there—God rest his soul I'

